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From the Director
Dear Parents and Singers:
LetÕs start with a sincere thank you to 
all the singers and parents who 
helped organize our music distribution 
night. Our Behnke Mum fundraiser 
was a fabulous success.   We sold 
over 1000 mums.

Parents are to be thanked for 
attending the parent meeting and 
participating with such enthusiasm. 
Our volunteer committees all look very good, with the 
exception of the Advertising and Fundraising Committee. 

A quick note about flu season.  While we do have an 
attendance policy, itÕs really important that we not spread 
the flu.  Please, if your child is feeling feverish and achy, 
keep them home, just in case. If they already have 
symptoms like coughing, sniffing, or fever, definitely keep 
them home. When entering rehearsal, we ask that singers 
walk directly to the attendance table and apply a dab of 
hand sanitizer.  Chamber Singers should also use sanitizer 
and stay home if sick.

We could use a little additional help setting up the 
rehearsal room for Training chorus. If you are a Training 
Chorus parent and would be willing to come in between 
5:30 and 5:45 to assist us with setting up the chairs and 
moving the tables we would really appreciate it.

IÕve noticed that, for the most part, singers are doing well 
at remembering to practice and turn in their practice logs 
with the suggested amounts of practice time.  Remember 
to write the number of minutes you practice each day in 
the space provided.  A check mark doesnÕt provide enough 
information.  Also, remember to check the rehearsal 

schedule each week and practice the music that weÕll be 
rehearsing for the next few weeks. By staying a week 
ahead you are better prepared and if you have to miss 
some time due to illness or schoolwork, you have less 
stress.

Our office staff and instructors have been working 
feverishly to keep ahead of the demand for materials, 
information and assistance. In addition to our regular 
rehearsals, our education and outreach programs include 
Musicianship and Little Music Makers.

Our musicianship classes are quite full and the instructors 
are working with Ms. Amanda each week to provide well-
planned and meaningful lessons. Our high school teaching 
interns are facilitating musicianship classes. Additionally, 
Ms. Ann DuBose and Ms. Kristin Ion are teaching the 
advanced musicianship classes.  Ms. Lee will be returning 
to rehearsals soon now that Riley is two months old and 
has made his official first rehearsal appearance at Concert 
Chorus and Chamber Singers.

The Little Music Makers have a full enrollment with 15 
singers.  Ms. Amanda, assisted by Matt Thomas and 
accompanist, Alisa Jackson, have been enjoying teaching 
songs and games to the 5 Ð 7 year olds.  Often these 
young singers become training chorus members in a year 
or two. 

If you have any questions, please email us at 
officemanager@fredcc.org .

Best wishes for a most musical 2009-2010,

Sincerely, 

Mrs. D
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News and Notes
Behnke Mums Fundraiser

 We would like to thank everyone who 
participated in the mums fundraiser.  This year 
we sold over 1000 mums!  A special thanks to 
Naomi Ruth for coordinating this effort for us 
this year.  It was her first year and she did a 
fabulous job!  Be sure to thank her if you have 
the chance.  We also appreciate all those who 

came out and helped with the delivery and 
sorting of the flowers that night.

Uncle Ralph’s Cookies Fundraiser
This month we begin our next fundraiser - 
Uncle RalphÕs Cookies.  We have done 
this in past years and have had great 
success with it.  Over the years, Uncle 
RalphÕs has been very generous to the 
chorus - they have provided cookies and 
brownies at many of our chorus events, 
including concert intermission snacks.  
Your singer should have picked up the sales 
packet along with this newsletter.  Orders will be due by October 
20. If you donÕt come on Tuesdays, weÕll need your orders at 
rehearsal on October 18. The orders will be delivered at rehearsal 
on November 10.  Because the cookies are frozed when delivered, 
we cannot keep any left over orders.  You must arrange to have the 
picked up on Tuesday, November 10.

We are currently without a parent volunteer to head  up this 
fundraiser.   If you  are able to help  with this effort,  please 
contact us at officemanager@fredcc.org.

Concert Dates
 Our winter concert this year will be 
held on December 12, 2009 at 7:30 
pm.  We have not yet confirmed the 
location, it will be finalized this 
month.

Our spring concert will be a special 
one this year!  For our 25th year, we 

will be having a Reunion Concert.  We are inviting alumni of the 
chorus to return and sing with us at this special event.  Because 
we would like to accommodate the alumni as best we can, we are 
aiming to have the concert on May 22, 2009.  We are still in the 
process of determining the location of this concert.  As soon as 
weÕve established a firm location we will pass that information along to 
you.

Concert Attendance
Please, please,  please! be sure to put these dates on all your 
family calendars! There is nothing more frustrating to our staff, and 
stressful to the other singers, than to find out after parts have been 
assigned and music is mostly learned that half the alto section 

ÒcanÕt make itÓ to the concert. Even the loss of ONE VOICE can 
significantly alter to the balance of the voice parts as developed in 
rehearsals throughout the semester. It also disrupts the line-up and 
seating of singers, and stresses everyone involved in one way or 
another. 

Last minute emergencies like a death in the family or a serious 
physical injury or illness are the only excused absences from a 
concert, unless requested months in advance. If you know, now, 
that one of these dates conflicts with an activity that you have 
already scheduled, please let us know so we can make the 
necessary adjustments to voice-part balance before we begin to 
learn our parts. Otherwise, we expect all children to be in 
attendance at every concert currently on the schedule.

If you run into a situation where you have a conflict come up with 
one of our concerts, we expect you to decline the other activity. You 
have signed a contract with the chorus and with each other to 
attend, participate, and support one another at each scheduled 
event. When you break that contract, you are breaking your word. 
WeÕd like to teach all our students how important it is to your 
success to keep your word by starting with your commitment to the 
chorus. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation! 

If you come across a conflict early in the semester and you decide 
to Òchange allegianceÓ of activities, it is better for all of us if you 
inform us immediately! We will probably give you a hard time and 
try to convince you to stick with the chorus but at least we will then 
have time to make adjustments before it is too late. Please do not 
wait till the last minute! 

Wardrobe Donations
The concert and intermediate chorus girls will 
be participating in a blouse exchange on 
October 13 and 20.  We are hoping to help 
our members get the sizes they need from 
those who have grown out of theirs.  If any 
Chamber Singers have clean blouses that 
are no longer used, we would appreciate the 
donations.  Please give them to Mrs. DuBose 

at your next rehearsal.

Special Event - Strathmore Concert
The Children's Chorus has been invited to provide a small group of 
children to perform in a very exciting professional presentation at 
Strathmore Music Hall in Rockville on December 18 and 19. We 
will be selecting the following:

A boy or girl age 8 - 9 years
2 - 3 boys and girls ages 9 - 13
4 - 6 boys and girls ages 14 - 18

The 8-9 year old child will have several solos.There will be two 
other soloists among the older children.

The ensemble will need to learn 3 - 4 songs. The soloists will learn 
two additional songs. These selected singers will be responsible for 
memorizing the music and any spoken lines they are assigned to 
perform. As well as possible we will provide a rehearsal recording 
and coaches to help them learn their music. This is a professional 
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presentation and we will be expected to make a professional 
presentation.

There will be several rehearsals in Frederick but the week of the 
performance, the chorus members will need to rehearse in 
Rockville at Strathmore Hall.

Families will need to cooperatively carpool to these rehearsals. A 
chorus staff member will attend each rehearsal and the two 
performances. As soon as we receive the rehearsal schedule we 
will post it. Please do not volunteer unless you are willing to 
commit to the rehearsal and performance schedule without 
provisions.

This is a very exciting venture. The show has been written for 
Strathmore, and will highlight the many holidays celebrated in 
December. A professional team of artistic director, music director 
and staging directors have been hired. A chorus of adults as well 
as several adult soloists will be accompanied by a professional 
ensemble of instrumentalists.

Singers in the Concert Chorus and CHamber Singers will be given 
first preference. It is possible that some singers from the Training 
or Intermediate Chorus may be considered.

Singers who would like to be considered for this honor should 
indicate their interest by contacting us at 
officemanager@fredcc.org.

Mrs. DuBose will make the final selection of singers.

Chorus Merchandise
 We have several new items this year in 
recognition of our 25th anniversary.  We have 
stopped selling the tote bags this year and 
will have messenger bags available instead.  
These have our 25th anniversary logo on 

them.  They are available for $15 and are quite 
stylish!  We also have sweatshirts this year - both crew neck and 
hooded.  They are $20 and $25 respectively. We will also take 
orders for any of these items at rehearsals.

About our Calendar
 Please note:  Chamber Singers rehearse 
every Sunday, including some school 
holiday weekends.  The ChildrenÕs Chorus 
and Musicianship 101-102 Class also 
meet every Tuesday including some 
school holidays.  We also may rehearse 
on a snow day if the weather improves by 
late afternoon.  If you are uncertain, 
please call our office number (301-845-2451) and check after 
2pm  on Sundays and 4pm on Tuesdays. If there is no message 
regarding cancellation, you may assume we are practicing. We will 
not return calls asking if there is a rehearsal.  Rehearsal 
information will also be posted on the homepage of our website.

Students should check their school calendars as soon  as 
possible and make sure they have no conflicts with the dates 
of school concerts and theater productions,  athletics, etc. It is 
difficult to maintain an active and responsible chorus membership 
when you are also rehearsing and performing in numerous other 

productions, or playing on a club sports team at the same time.  
Please do not over-schedule yourself.  Your vocal health is very 
delicate. Consult your private voice teacher before adding another 
singing activity.  

Remember, the only excused absences for mandatory rehearsals 
on concert week are for GRADED school choral, band or 
orchestral concerts. You should notify us in writing as soon as you 
receive notification of the conflict. This does not include talent 
shows, sports, dance recitals, school plays or musicals which are 
OPTIONAL.

Likewise, if you are involved in an  athletic activity, school or 
league play, you  may need to adjust your schedule or notify 
your coaches of your commitment to the chorus and  dates 
when you will  be unavailable. 

Practice Reminder
We expect you to arrive to each rehearsal prepared for the 
materials on your practice schedule. Please contribute to the 
positive atmosphere we hope to maintain in FCS rehearsals by 
practicing before each rehearsal and arriving with your music and 
pencil ready to go!

Musicianship Program
 This year we are very committed to our 
Musicianship program.  We are dedicated 
to helping each of our singers be 
successful.  We want to work together to 
improve everyoneÕs musicianship.  If youÕre 
having any trouble at all with your lessons, 
please talk to Miss Amanda.  You can also 
reach her at svere1@yahoo.com or 
240-626-3164.  Miss Ann can be reached at 
duboseann@yahoo.com.  TheyÕre here to help you!

We NEED Program Ads!
Program ads will be accepted through Friday, November 20th for 
the Fall Program and Friday,  April 23rd for the Spring program.  

All artwork must be submitted on a disk in PDF format or properly 
sized on white paper and ready to scan.  Ads can be turned in to 
the attendance desk or mailed to the chorus office.  To be included 
in the program all artwork must be accompanied by a completed 
Ad Form and a payment for the ad. You can turn in your ad at 
rehearsal or mail it to the chorus office. If you have any questions, 
check with Lee!

Fundraising Incentive Program
This year we are excited to be offering a fundraising incentive 
program to our chorus families.  HereÕs how it will work...For the 
amount that you raise in chorus donations, fundraisers, or program 
ads, you will receive a 10% refund of your chorus tuition.  So, for 
example, if you come in with $200 of mum sales, at the end of the 
season we will give you back $20 of the tuition you paid for 
2009-2010.  The same applies to any other fundraisers, ads you 
solicit for our programs, and donations that you procure from 
friends or family members.  This way the chorus benefits and so do 
you!
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Rehearsal Attendance Reminder
1. Be sure to arrive on time. If you are late, check in at the 
attendance table or with the directors to see that you were marked 
present after the rehearsal is over.
2. Singers may miss a total of two (2) rehearsals between 
September 1st and the December 12th concert.  Illness or family 
conflicts are good reasons to miss a rehearsal.   
3. Remember, the only excused absences for mandatory 
rehearsals on concert week are for GRADED school choral, 
band, or orchestral concerts. You should notify us in writing as 
soon as you are aware of the conflict. This does not include talent 
shows, sports, dance, recitals, school plays or musicals, which are 
OPTIONAL. 
4. We may also rehearse on a snowy day if the weather improves 
by late afternoon.  If you are uncertain, please call  our office 
number (301-845-2451) and  check after 4pm on Tuesdays, and 
after 2pm  on  Sunday.  Or check our  website homepage 
(www.fredcc.org) for  updates.
5. If you have an emergency on the night of a mandatory 
rehearsal, please call Mrs. DuBoseÕs cell phone immediately - 
301-524-1132.  If you donÕt call us, we may be calling you.

Meet Miss Lee’s Son Riley!
As most of you probably know, Miss Lee had her 
baby boy, Riley Sebastian, this summer.  SheÕs 
got lots of photos sheÕd love to share with you.  
Just visit her Shutterfly gallery at 
www.thefuhrfamily1.shutterfly.com.

Happy (Belated) Birthday in September!
Zephyr Handerson  Intermediate 9/1/96
John Lucado   Training 9/5/98
Lauren Federline  FCS 9/11/94
Jillian Kunze  Concert 9/11/98
Madeline Canning  Concert 9/16/97
Rachel Heuver  Training 9/17/00
Olivia Sothoron  Training 9/21/00
Megan Asmonga   Training 9/24/99
Madelyn Summers  Intermediate 9/25/95

Happy Birthday in October!
Marisa Segovia  Concert 10/1/98
Alison Abate  Training 10/3/00
Lena Meredith  Concert 10/3/98
Ann DuBose  Staff 10/5/79
Sean Dickason  FCS 10/5/94
Georgiana Summers Training 10/6/98
Penny Owens  Training 10/6/00
Sarah Schmehl  FCS 10/08/95
Mackenzie Llewellyn Training 10/8/00
Stacy Brewbaker  FCS 10/12/92
Ali Layne  FCS 10/13/92
Jordyn Shaffer  FCS 10/14/94
Kimberly Habicht  Concert 10/15/96
Lauren Ekanger  FCS 10/21/93
Japheth Whitmore  Training 10/25/98
Drew Canning  Concert 10/28/98
Victoria Glover  FCS 10/28/94
Jared Yee  Concert 10/31/97
Emily Fulton  Concert 10/31/96

If weÕve missed your birthday, please let us know so we can fix it! Thanks!
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Calendar of Events
Check the Calendar of Events every month for new events and 
mandatory rehearsals. Be sure to note these events with their 
times and locations on your family's calendar.

2009
Uncle Ralph’s Fundraiser

Form and money collection date: Sunday, October 18 and 
Tuesday, October 20
Distribution Date: Tuesday, November 10

Event - Little Music Makers Concert
Location: E&R UCC Sanctuary (15 W. Church Street)
Date: Tuesday, December 1st  Time: 5:30 - 6:00pm

Volunteers will be needed at this concert.  We’ll need Chamber 
Singers to video the performance, pass out programs, take photos, 
etc.

Event - Mandatory Rehearsals and Concert
Mandatory Rehearsal Dates: Dec 6, 8, 10, 11, 12
Mandatory Concert Date: December 12th at 7:30pm

Treble Chorus Break
December 14th - January 5th

Strathmore Concert
Concert: December 18 and 19 at 8:00 pm
Rehearsals to be scheduled.
Visit strathmore.org for concert and ticket details.

Music Distribution
Date:  December 21
 - The Spring Concert Music will be distributed at the Messiah 
rehearsal.

Event - Messiah Concert
Mandatory Rehearsal: December 21 - 7:00 pm at the Weinberg 
Center
Date: Tuesday, December 22nd 
Concert Call: 7:00 pm  
Concert Time: 8:00pm Call the Weinberg Center for Tickets!  
301-600-2828
Please come support the Chamber Singers at this annual fundraising 
event!

2010
Event - Treble Chorus &

Musicianship and Rehearsals Resume
Date: Tuesday, January 5th
Time:  6:00 - 7:00 Training Chorus - Social Hall
 6:00 - 7:00 Musicianship Class - Chapel
 7:15 - 8:30 Intermediate Chorus Rehearsal - Social Hall
 7:15 - 9:00 Concert Chorus Rehearsal - Social Hall

Event - Little Music Makers Concert
Location: E&R UCC Sanctuary (15 W. Church Street)
Date: Tuesday, April 6th  Time: 5:30 - 6:00pm

Volunteers will be needed at this concert.  We’ll need Chamber 
Singers to video the performance, pass out programs, take photos, 
etc.

Event - Spring Concert
Tentative Concert Date: May 22nd at 7:30pm
Rehearsal Dates and Times: To Be Announced 

Event - Evaluations
Date: Sunday, May 23. (Individual times to be assigned. Look for the 
schedule book in May.)
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Calendar of 
Events

Please arrive 15 minutes early to each event.
If you arrive late, be sure to check in with the 
director at the end of the rehearsal.   Bring all 
of your music to each rehearsal.
In case of treacherous weather, call the hotline 
at 301-845-2451 for cancelation confirmation.

Regular Rehearsal Schedule

Chamber Singers Rehearsals in Trinity Chapel
Sunday: Rehearsal 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday: Musicianship 201 6:00p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
in Trinity Chapel 

October 2009
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FCS Fall/Winter Calendar
        Sunday              Monday            Tuesday                   Wednesday    Thursday        Friday          Saturday

27 - FCS 4-6 28 29 - Rehearsal 30 1- OCTOBER 2 3

4 - FCS 4-6 5 6 - Rehearsal 7 8 9 10

11 - FCS 4-6 12 13 - Rehearsal 14 15 16 17

18 - FCS 4-6 - Cookie 
Orders Due

19 20 - Rehearsal - - Cookie Orders 
Due

21 22 23 24

25 - FCS 4-6 26 27 - Rehearsal 28 29 30 31

1 - NOVEMBER
 FCS 4-6

2 3 - Rehearsal 4 5 6 7

8 - FCS 4-6 9 10 - Rehearsal - Uncle RalphÕs 
Cookies Delivered

11 12 13 14

15 - FCS 4-6 16 17 - Rehearsal 18 19 20 21

22 - FCS 4-6 23 24 - Rehearsal 25 26 27 28

29 - FCS 4-6 30 1 - DECEMBER Rehearsal 
Little Music Makers Concert @ 5:30pm 
in Church Sanctuary

2 3 4 5

6 - Mandatory FCS 
Rehearsal 4-6

7 8 - Mandatory Rehearsal - 
6-9pm 

9 10 Mandatory 
Rehearsal - 6-9pm 

11 Mandatory 
Rehearsal-6-9pm 

12 Mandatory 
Rehearsal - 6-9pm 
Concert 6:45 call

13 - FCS 4-6 14 15 16 17 18 - Strathmore 
Concert- small 
group-15 singers

19 - Strathmore 
Concert- small 
group-15 singers

20 - FCS 4-6 21 - FCS Reh 
6-9-Mandatory 
at Weinberg - 
Spring Music 
Distributed

22 - Messiah Sing-A-Long @ The 
Weinberg Center  7pm call 8pm Show 
Time!

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 1-JANUARY  2

3 - Resume FCS 
Rehearsals

4 5 - Rehearsal & Music Pick-Up 
Musicianship Resumes!

6 7 8 9

10 - FCS 4-6 11 12 - Rehearsal 
Little Music Makers Resumes!

13 14 15 16

17 - FCS 4-6 18 19 - Rehearsal 20 21 22 23

24 - FCS 4-6 25 26 - Rehearsal 27 28 29 30

31 - FCS 4-6 1 - FEB 2 - Rehearsal 3 4 5 6


